THE LIFE OF THE STEPPE

are the largest, and number many thousands; the Nahad
and Karab, the smallest tribes, only a hundred or two each.
The life of the steppe is primitive in the extreme. I have
already observed that drought and the fear of raiders drive
these tribes back on to their water in the mountains. But
at heart they are wedded to their nomadic existence, and
whenever rain comes they launch out with their flocks and
herds into the desert, where every little rock hollow capable
of holding rain-water has a name and a memory. Here they
remain for a space till once more drought threatens and
hunger drives. There is not sufficient water to support the
horse or the dog. Tents or houses are unknown. In the
steppe their place is taken by the shade of an acacia, and in
the mountains by a cave. The people are wholly illiterate.

Habarut, Ghazal, Ingudan and Dhahibun, as well as the individual wadis
immediately to the west. Scattered about amidst the Mahra and Bait Kathir
are a number of small Hadara tribes, non-Arab survivals. Thus to the
westward of Hat in its lower courses is found the Bilhaf, a rather nondescript
tribe owing allegiance to no faction, but Mahri in speech. A distinguishing
feature of their dress is that they carry a knife, not a dagger, in their belts.
They neither raid nor are raided, and like the Salub of Nejd are accepted
as a rabia by all. They are also servants of the Shrine of Jauhari (Umm al
Tabbakh) where the Mahra pay pilgrimages and make sacrifices. At the
eastern extremity of the Umm al Hait system Wadi Andhaur is nominally
a possession of the Bautahara (Bit Bohor) though the Mahra tribesmen are
usually in evidence there. The Bautahara, a now dwindling and declasse
tribe, most of whom are fishermen, with an exclusive language, were once
the reputed possessors of the whole eastern steppe from Wadi Ghudun (of
the Kathir) to Wadi Qadun (?) (of the Harasis), while the western steppe
is reputed to have belonged to the now legendary Bin Dhurbut. Elements
of another small tribe, 'Afar, live in Habarut with the Mahra and the equally
obscure Bait ash Shaikh (Bit Istait or sometimes Insakht), and thought to be
collateral with the Shahara, occupy Wadi Ingudan near the water-hole of
Hanun. To the westwards of the Umm al Hait system the Mahra tribe
extends to Wadi Rama, thence Manahil to Wadi al Jauf: 'Awamir succeed
as far as Wadi Khadhra, whence commences the Sa'ar habitat.
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